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Answer the following questions :

Q1. What did Saint Peter ask the old lady for? What was the lady's reaction?

Ans. Saint Peter asked for a piece of cake to satiate his hunger as it had been a long day preaching the
gospels to humanity. The little woman did not refuse, but each time she baked a cake for him, she found
it was too small to eat for herself but too big to give away for free. She could not make herself give him
even a wafer thin cake.

Q2. How did he punish her?

Ans. He punished her by transforming her into a woodpecker. Like a woodpecker, she would have to
make her own house and go in search of the scanty food, she needed, by boring in the hard wood of trees.

Q3. What is a legend? Why is this poem called a legend?

Ans. A legend is an old traditional story, usually with a moral teaching. The story is a narration for children.
The poet in the very onset says that she doesn't believe this tale to be true. This poem is called a legend
because it teaches the purpose and value of generosity and charity to all fellow beings.

Q4.What was the impact of the curse on the lady?

Ans. The little woman was too shocked to react to the curse of being transformed into a bird. She rushed
up to the chimney, and in the process, every thing on her body got burnt and charred in the flames. Her
red cap got transformed into the plume of the woodpecker, and like a bird, she flew out of the chimney
into the woods.

Q5. Why did the woman bake a little cake?

Ans. The woman in the poem has been shown as being highly stingy, miserly, greedy and mean by nature.
Whenever she picked up a cake to give it away, it appeared to be too large to give away. Hence, she baked
a very small cake for Saint Peter that was as thin as a wafer.

Q6. Greed is a quality which God does not like. Discuss it in context of the poem.

Ans. Man is one creation of God who never reaches a state of contentment. He keeps wanting more and
more. His limit for satiation is unmeasurable. Our hands are always with the palm facing upwards to
receive more and more, and never downwards to give more and more. This is the quality of man that has
been described in 'The Legend of the Northland'.

The baker woman is hesitant to part with the goodies she is baking, and accepts herself, the difficulty she
faces while giving. The cake that appears small on her plate, seems very big on the plate meant for
serving to another. Unconsciously, she does accept her flaw, but does not make attempts to correct this
flaw. We get transformed into inhuman characters in our madness to satisfy each and every greed/desire
of ours. Eventually just as the baker woman was cursed, we too will have to suffer for our misdeeds.




